Urbish v. Lamm, 12 September 1988.
The plaintiffs brought an action to challenge the constitutionality of Colorado rules that allowed public funds to be used to pay for abortions 1) when the presence of medical conditions represents a serious and substantial threat to the life of the pregnant woman if the pregnancy continues to term and 2) when the presence of a lethal medical condition in the unborn child would result in the impending death of the unborn child at birth. The Court held that the second rule violated a provision of the state Constitution prohibiting the public funding of abortions except in narrowly defined circumstances where necessary to prevent the death of a pregnant woman. It also ruled, however, that the first rule did not violate the Constitution because of the presence of another rule that requires that before funds be used in this fashion every reasonable effort must be made to preserve the lives of the mother and child.